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_ N7CFO KEY LETTER # 3 August 9, 1992 
15621 SE 26th Street 
Bellevue, WA 98008 


Tom French, WLIMO 

Joe Jacobs 

John Elwood, WW7P 
Dave Pennes, WA3LKN 
Henry Engstrom, KD6KWH 
Jim Aguirre, WB7DHC 
Ralph Ward 

Murray Willer, VE3FRX 
Gil Schlehman, WOWDY 
Craig Jobest, W7ZFX 
Bill Holly, K1BH 


Well, hello all. The response to my first two "Key Letters” has been good. I have added 
a few names to the mailing list and will send this edition to about 40 others that have 
shown an interest in keys. I intend to keep putting out the numbered key letters when the 
mood hits. I hope to provide an informal forum for the exchange of information about 
telegraph instruments. If you wish to keep receiving them drop me a note, or after a while 
I will assume that you are not interested and will drop you from the mailing list. As long 
as things stay small I can stand the expense of printing and mailing myself, but later on 
I may ask for a few green stamps to cover costs. 


Henry Engstrom and John Elwood both wrote to say that "CLT" is Lundquist tool & Mfg Co, 57 
~ Jackson St. Worcester, MA,. Henry states that CJF and CRR are both Bendix. The list of 
military key manufacturers now stands: 


CEA BENDIX 

CEJ E.F. JOHNSON 

CJB J.H. BUNNELL 

CUF BENDIX 

CLT LUNDQUIST TOOL & MFG. CO. 
CMK McELROY 

CMI MOLDED INSULATION COMPANY 
CRR BENDIX 

CSE SIGNAL ELECTRIC 

CTC CHICAGO TELEPHONE SUPPLY 
TEL CTE TELEPHONICS CORPORATION 
WE CW WESTERN ELECTRIC 


Henry has never heard of an "Artec" J-37. One more for the "unk" list. In my last letter 
I said that he is a maritime radio operator, but it turns out that he is a Quartermaster on 
the deck, not a radio op. Henry asks about two keys: 


both "have webbed leg straps, one of which is made by Westclox [the clock people?] and 
has approximately 4" rounded black cover, and the other is by Bunnell, but is in brass 
with a crackle finish squarish cover. The key on this one says “key and plug #9'". 


I have both of these keys, and as far as I know they are versions of the WWII Canadian ''8 
amp keys". I have at least four versions, and there may be more. I am adding Murray Willer 
to the mailing list in hopes that he can offer some wisdom in this area. Murray is a well 
known Canadian collector and has helped me in the past with information on Canadian keys. 

Henry, as for your drawing, it will take a photo to allow me to help. I have no ideas about 
the "Goat Metal Stamping Company" in Brooklyn. Has anybody heard of them? Legend has it 
that Brooklyn Metal Stamping Company made a J-36, but I have not seen one. In the March 1931 
QST the "Federated Purchaser Company” shows a "new U.S. Signal Corps Speed-Bug Wireless Key". 
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I have a Speed-Bug made by Brooklyn Metal Stamping Company, but it shows no military 
nomenclature. Maybe mine is the civilian version of an early J-36. 


Dave Pennes writes to add the Nye Co. to my key manufacturers list. I have them under 
"William Nye Co., of Bellevue, WA." Nye now sells the ubiquitous Speed-X line, apparently 
having taken it over from the E.F. Johnson Company. Dave writes that they made sounders in 
1989. I saw Bill Nye, Junior, at their booth at the ARRL National convention in Portland, 
Oregon in 1988, and he had one of their sounders on display. It was of traditional design 
and quite pretty. He told me that they made 1000 of them on a special order and had made 
a few extra to sell on the open market. He refused to tell me who the big order was for. 
I suspect some third world country, though it is beyond me why they couldn't make their own. 
We are talking 140 year old technology here.... This summer I ran into a friend that worked 
for Nye, and he had no idea who bought them. He mentioned that he had personally built a 
run of them where he goofed and the arm had the Nye name upside down. Something to look for. 


Dave also states "One good way to tell real from bogus McElroy teardrops is that the real 
McCoy [pun intended] is iron, and will attract a magnet. The bogus ones won't, are bigger 
and have crappy paint jobs besides being warped for the most part." A quick check of the 
eight "MacElroy" straight keys at hand confirmed that the nicely made ones attracted a 
magnet, and that all of the trashy ones didn't. I have three sizes of base on the good ones. 
I suspect that the larger sized "good" ones were made by the Telegraph Apparatus Co. [Tom, 
any ideas?] One exception is the McElroy key mentioned below that has the label on it. It 
is beautifully made, and I suspect is cast brass. Thanks Dave, this is the kind of 
information that I want to get out. If I had known this a few months ago I would have saved 
a few bucks. I'd appreciate it if everybody would let me know how their Mac keys test out. 


Dave then adds yet another mystery to the MacElroy model debate with a nice photo of a 
McElroy bug that is different than any shown in Tom's blue book. This one has freestandine 
dot and dash contact posts, and my guess is that it is an early P-500 . It looks like al 
of it is one single casting, arch and all, but the arch does not have the "ears". It is hard 
to tell from the photo angle, but it looks like it has the 1938-A angled damper support 
rather than the P-500 post type damper support. Otherwise the lines are very similar to the 
Mac bugs, not all rounded like the P-500's that I have seen. It has the same label "RADIO 
TELEGRAPH APPARATUS BY WORLDS CHAMPION RADIO OPERATOR, T.R. MCELROY, BOSTON MASS, U.S.A." 
that I have on both of my P-500'S. Your guess that it might be the mysterious A-400 could 
be a good one, Dave. If you get a chance please send a couple of photos to Tom. He may want 
to add it to the upcoming book, and a photo credit would be nice. 


Tom wrote to thank me for the photos. He suggested that I try "Ilford film" for black and 
white pictures. It can be developed in one hour shops using the Kodak C-41 color process. 


Tom states that his Mac-Key nomenclature is NOT the actual year of manufacture. McElroy came 
out with the "new 1938 Mac-Key" in 1937, so he felt free to name the keys according to when 
they were primarily offered for sale. 


Tom, the new Streamkey [mentioned below] is indeed the one with the triangular metal plate. 
Nice to know that this is the first year of manufacture. 


Tom, an ad in the December 1934 QST introduces the Mac-Key [1934 model] and states "each is 
an exact duplicate of the key with which I've established records in sending Morse and 
Continental code these past 15 years”. [emphasis added] Wouldn't this indicate that there 
are 15 years of unknown Macs out there someplace? 


Joe Jacobs writes: The double speed key variation holding the contact assy with a butte 

screw is the most recent; it appears in the JHB cat # 29, 1924 as “Improved contact Holders’ . 
The older style contact holder is listed in an abridged cat 1900 [no improved] from the 
overhead view they both look the same. Not sure if #5879, portable base is one in your photo 
#5. ....Discussed levering with Jim [with JHB since 1945] to his knowledge JHB didn't make 


2 


l6 


levers or shorting arms for other manufacturers...... Bendix made flameproofs under model MT- 
11B I believe. NAF213265-1 is Naval Air Supply, 28143 or 26-3A + Naval Ships. 28143 or 
36003a is Texas Instruments. 


Well, I'mnot sure who made them, but I have run into a lot of identical steel lever straight 
keys that have manufacturers names only on the shorting arm. It stands to reason that the 
actual manufacturer could make up a bunch and then customize them by stamping the 
"manufacturers" name on the arm prior to final assembly. 


Joe, early QST ads show a Bunnell "Style W" radio key. It looks just like the double speed 
key. Any ideas? 


I am adding Craig Jobest to the mailing list. He lives North of here in Marysville, and I 
have talked to him several times on the phone. He is part owner of KLB, Seattle Maritime 
Radio, Inc., one of the last commercial maritime CW stations in the country. Craig, I would 
appreciate a description of your operation to share with the others if you get a chance. 
Seems like your partner told me that you are using a rebuilt Bunnell transmitter. This would 
be of interest to the group. I still plan to get up there to get a look at it. 


John, how is the Vibroplex list going? Have you found that they stuck to a single series 
[excluding the J-36], or did they hop around? I'd think that if the entire series is 
continuous that we could really put together some good information. As an example, Holly's 
book shows that the #6 came out in 1927 [It shows up in the 1/28 issue of QST as the "new 
#6], so if we locate the lowest serial number #6 that we can find will it be safe to assume 
that any key with a higher serial number was made after January, 19287 Likewise, if we 
locate the lowest serial number showing a particular patent, can we assume that any key with 
a higher serial number was made after that patent date? 


I recently acquired a very tired Original with all of the paint stripped off. The name plate 
[picture 78 - Holly book] reads: "trade THE VIBROPLEX mark, 84,356 Nov 28, 1911, PAT. AUG 
9. 1904, JAN 22. 1907, OCT 29, 1912. NOV 15. 1912., OTHERS PENDING, HORACE G. MARTIN, NEW 
YORK, U.S.A. John, do you have any idea what the 84,356 number is? The number is too low 
to be a patent number, but it isn't "set out" like most serial numbers. 


RECENT ACQUISITIONS: I Bought out a minor collection in Oregon on July 4th. I got 31 keys 
all told, including a Mac straight key with a label! [Same as the one in Holly's book, page 
1, figure 1] Also got a 1935 Mac, a couple of the 1938's, and a P-500, per French's Blue 
Book. I also got 4 blue Racers, a Junior, a Zephyr, several Originals, an Ultimate, a 
Levinson [Like a Flash], some speed-X, a Martin Flash Key, and what I hope is a Minniplex. 
If you have any information on the Minniplex I'd appreciate it. The one I got has no marks, 
a 47/16" X 2 7/16" base, double levers, and is nicely made. If it is a homebrew it was done 
by a real pro. I've not seen a double lever homebrew before. 


Speaking of the Speed-X, does anybody have anything on the early models. I have a number 
of nicely made bugs [some similar to the Blue Racer] that do not have a mark on them. I have 
heard that they are early Speed-X. 


The Ultimate is in about the worst shape of any key that I have ever seen. It looks like 
it was hit with a death ray or something as the base is crumbling! Oh well, it is an 
Ultimate just the same..... 


Things seem to come in batches. I have only had one Vibroplex Zephyr in the collection for 
years, and I was most pleased to find the one above. On July 10th a guy called out of the 
blue and offered a third one! 
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I took a vacation into Idaho in August, and despite my best efforts, turned only one key. 
It was my third Vibroplex J-36. The three that I have are marked as follows: 


#305 Signal Corps U.S. Armny 
Key J-36 
Order No.1456-NY-41 Date 10-28-40 Serial No 231 
Made By 
The Vibroplex Company,m Inc 
796 Fulton Street, Brooklyn, NY 


#341 Signal Corps U.S. Army 
Key Type J-36 
Order No. 5072 NY-41, Date 6-6-41 Serial No. 1117 
Made by 
The Vibroplex Co., Inc 
796 Fulton St. 
Brooklyn, NY 


#466 Signal Corps U.S. Army 
Key type J-36 
Order No. 2665-PDP-43-Date 11/1-42 Serial No. 83 
Made By 
The Vibroplex Co., Inc. 
833 Broadway, New York, NY 


I'd appreciate any label information on J-36's that any of you have. 


WANTS: Craig Jobest is looking for arms for a white two or three arm resonator. If anybod~ 
has some drop him a line at his callbook address. 


Well, that is it for now. I am already working on # 4. I'll be on the road most of August, 
so if you write expect delays in a reply. 
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Lynn N7CFO 


